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APPENDIX X. 


Armenian Records. 

taken out of Mofes Chorenenfis, L 4 
II. G ap. 30. Pag. 17 a, &c. 


A Bout this time Marinas, the Son of Storo- 
ges, the Legate of C&Jar, was Prefident of 
Fhmiicta, PaUJhne ., Syria , and Mefopotamia . To 
whom Abgams fent two of his Princes, Marjbab 
Governour of the People of Alina, and Sbamfoa- 
pam, chief of the Family of the Apabvns, ana his 
faithful Servant Anan , to the City of Bethcoubh: 
to (hew him the League he had made with Arta - 
jbes, and his Brethren * and thereby acquaint him 
with the Reafons of hi 6 journey into the Eaft, and 
to gain him for a Partner to fupport him. When 
therefore they came, they met him at Eleutheropo- 
I is 5 who received them with Marks of Friendlhip 
and Refpeft: and gave this Anfwer to Abgar 
that ‘ He had no reafon to be afraid of Cafar 
‘ but that he ought to take great care of paying 
‘ the Tribute which was appointed him ’ When 
therefore they were upon the return thence, 

they 
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they went up to Jentfalem, to fee our Saviour 
Chnft, to which they were induced by the feme 
of his wonderful Works Now when they had 
accordingly been Eye witnefles of them, they 
gave Abgar an account of the feme Who was 
amazed at them, and believed in Him, as in one 
that was really the Son of God. He feid alfo, 

4 Thefe are the EfFe&s of the Power of God, and 
1 not of Man: For no Man can raife the Dead 
4 but God only s But becaufe his Body was af¬ 
flicted with a fore Difeafe, which had feized 
him in Perfa, above feven Years before, nor 
could any way be cured by Men $ He lent Him 
an Epiftle , befeechmg him that He would 
come and eafe the Pams he endured. A Copy ' 
of which here follows: 

i • , 

The EPISTLE of Abgar to Chnft 
the Saviour. 

( 

V 

Abgar [the Yew] of Arfham, the Go - r 
vernonr of the Country [to irdp^nf] To 
the beneficent Saviour^ who haft ap¬ 
peared tn the Region belonging to Je- 
rufalem ; fendeth Greeting , 

T Have been informed of Thee, and of 
-*• thy Cuies, which are performed by 
Thee without medicines or roots. For, 
as it is leported, thou makeft the blind to 
fee and the lame to walk; thou clean- 
feft the lepers: and cafteft out unclean 

* r 
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fpirits and daemons ; and healcft all 
that are tormented with chronical diftem* 
pers j and thou raifeft the dead. Now 
when I heaid all this of thee, I determined 
in my own mind, one of thefe two things, 
either that thou art a God come down 
from heaven to do this, or elfe that 
thou art the Son of God, and fo doft it. 
For this caufe it is therefore that I have 
written to thee, to pray thee that thou 
wilt not difdain to come to me, and cure 
the diftemper with which I am afflift- 
ed. Moreover I have heai d that the Jews 
alfo greatly murmur at thee, and have a 
mind to evil intreat thee. Isow I have a 
finall but beautiful city; and it will fuffice 
us both. 


Thofe that carried this Letter found him at 
Jerusalem . This is attefted by thofe Words 
of the Gofpel, That there ipeie certain of 
the Gentiles who came up to him . Wherefore 
thofe that heard durft not tell JeJm * but 
tell it to Philip and Andrew, [while] 
Philip ard Andrew tell JeJns. But our 
Saviour h.tnfelf, at the time when he [Ao- 
giras’] fent for him, did not grant his Re- 
qucft, butvouchfafed to fend him a Letter. 
of which this is the Copy 


The 


John xu 
10 , 21 , 22 , 
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The jinfwer to the Epijlle of Abg ai, 
which Thomas the Jpoftle wrote , at 
the command of out Saviour, 

B Leffed be he who believes in me ? when 
1 he hath not feen me/ For it is writ- * 
ten of me thus, that ‘ Thofe who fee me 
‘ fhould not believe in me; and that thofe' 
‘ who fhould not fee me they £hall believe 
* and live.’ But as to what thou haft 
written to me, that I would come to thee, 
It is fit for me to perform here all that for 
which I was fent to JeruJalem. When I 
{hall have finifhed that, then I fhall af- 
cend up to him that fent me: And after I 
fhall have afcended up, I will /end from 
hence one of my Difciples, who fhall cure 
thy diftemper, and fhall freely give life to 
thee and thine. 

t 

This Epiftle did Anan the Currier of Abgar- 
carry. Together with a Pidture of our Sa 
viour, which is fhll in the City 0 {Eiefa. 

A FTER the Afcenfion of our Saviour 
therefoie, Thomas , one of the twelve; 
ApofHes, fent Thadaus , who was one of the 
fwenty, to the City of Edeja y to cure Ab- 
gar ; and to preach the Gofpel, accoiding 
to the word of the Lord. Who when he 
was come, entred into the Iioufe of the 
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principal Jew, who, they fa}, w'as of the 
flock of the Bagratidce. And when he had 
fpoken to Arjkam, He did not deny his 
Judaifm to another of his own nation, 
but continued under tliofe Laws till he be¬ 
lieved m Chrift. And his [Thadaas* s] fame 
went out over the whole city. 

When Abgar had heard of this, he faid, 

This is he conceining whom Jefus wiote: 
and fent foi him immediately. And it 
came to pafs that as Thadaus was eritring, a 
wonderful appearance was feen in the face 
of Thadtas. He [Abgarus] lifing, fell at SeeAFt 
his feet, from his throne, upon his face, and 
worlhiped him. But All the Nobles who 
flood round about him wondied , for they 
did not know of the Appearance. And Ab¬ 
gar fays to him, Art thou indeed a Dif- 
ciple of the bleffed Jefus ? and Haft thou 
powei to cure my diftempers * Thadaus 
gave him this Anfwei, If thou flialt be¬ 
lieve in Jefus Chrift the Son of God, The 
defiie of thine heait fhull be gi anted 
unto thee. Abgar fays to him, I have 
believed in Him, and in his Fathei* 
Wheiefoie 1 had refolved in my mind to 
take an Army, and go to cut off thofe 
Tews who ci ucify’d him, unlefs the Roman 
Empiie had hindred me. And hence Tba - 
has made a beginning, and Pleached the 
Gofpel to him and to lus city, and Lay¬ 
ing his hands upon him he Healed him ; 

A a a a 5? and 
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and Healed * Vatagrus [the Son] of Ahdius, 
a chief Man of the City, who was ho- 
nouiable through all the King’s Houfe. 
He alfo Healed all that were Tick, and lan- 
guifhed with difeafes in the City, And they j 
all believed. And Abgar , with the whole 
City, were Baptized. And they fhut the ; 
doors of the Temples that were dedicated j 
to Idols. And for the Images which ftood ■ 
upon Altars and Pillars they hid them, and i 
enoompalfed them with Reeds. But [al- 
tho’] ne drew no body to the faith by force, 
yet did the number of thofe that were ad* 
ded to the faith increafe day by day. But 
when the Apoftle Thadaus had Baptized one [ 
Choharar ,—and had given him the name ; 
of Addaus, He laid his hands upon him, 
and fet him over Edefa, leaving him with 
the King, in his ftead. And when He had 
obtained leave of the King that the Gofpel 
might be pleached to all, He goes to Sana- 
true his [Abgar's] Sifter’s Son, whom He had 
let over his Province and Armies. 

K B That famous Addrefe of Thomas to Chrift, 
immediately after he was fatisfy’d of the truth 
of his Refurredion, where he calls him My Lot A 
and My God, feems to me derived from no other 
occalion than from this Letter of Abgar to 
Chnft, which had openly call’d him either 

* This Name is fo like troJldypa in Eu/ebua, that one 
may fu r pe& the Original reading was, He healed Abdtus 
-oj tlx Gout, _s m Eujebmu 

God 
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God or the Son of God, and yet was no way 
found fault with by our Saviour And this is 
the more to be regarded, becaufe it is the ve¬ 
ry firft Example of his being called God in 
the whole New Teftament, 

N. B. That other famous Expreflion alfo of 
Chrift to this Thomas^ immediately after that 
Addrefs, Becaufe tbou haft feen vie thou haft be- j 0 i m xx 
Ueved Blejfed are they that have not feen and 29 
yet have believed , feems to me to be no other 
than a like Allulion to what Thomas here wrote 
to Abgar, from the Mouth of Chrift, about a 
Fortnight before, Blejfed is He who believes in 
me when he hath not Jeen me For it is written 

of me this, that Thofe who fee meftmU not believe 
in me 5 and that thofe who ftmld not fee me they 
fiall believe and live . Both which Obfervations 
leem to me not a little remarkable, and give 
great light to thefe Epiftles, and to thofe Paf- 
iages in St. John's Gofpel at the fame time. 

But Abgar undertook to write an Epiftle to 
Tibet jus. Of which this is the Copy. 


The Epiftle of Abgar to Tiberius. 

ABGAR) King of the Armenians , to my 
■** Lord Tiberius , the Roman C*far } fend- 
eth Greeting. I know that nothing at all is 
hidden from thee in thy Kingdom. Yet have 
I added farthei, as thy tiue Friend, to give 
thee information of this tiling by an Epiftle. 
For the Jews that dwell in the country of 
Valefhne have gather’d together and cruci- 
fy’d Chrift, having been guilty of no crime, 
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on account of thofe ftupendous and benefi¬ 
cial figns and miracles which he did among 
them; mfomuch that he raifed the dead. 
Be it therefore known to thee, that this 
power is not that of a meer man, but of a 
God. For at the very time in which they 
crucify’d him, The Sun was darkened, and 
the earth was lhaken and trembled. And 
after thiee days He lofe again from the 
dead, and appeared to many. And even 
now His name does in every place perfbim 
very great Miracles, by the means of his 
difciples: which He has Ihewed manifeftly 
in me. Youl Majefty therefoie is not un¬ 
acquainted what commands are fit to be 
given about the Jews, who have done this 
wickednefs; and that it is fit you fhould 
write through all the woild that they wor- 
fhip Chrift as a true God. Farewell. 


The Anfwer of Tibeiius to the Epiflle 
of Abgar, 


Tiberius the Roman Caefar to Kjng Abgar 
fendeth Greeting ,. 


VOUR Epiftle, the Admonition of a 
Fuend, has been read before me. Foi 
which we return you our thanks: altho 7 
we had before heard of thofe things by ma¬ 
ny. Pilate alfo gave a clear account of his 
mitacles, and that, after his refune&ion 
fiom the dead, he was efteemed a God. 

For 
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For which leafon I had a mind to do what 
thou waft thinking of. But becaufe it is 
the cuftom of the Romans, that no one can 
be made a God by the Command of the 
King [ Emperor ] alone, until he has been 
tried and examined by the Senate, I 
therefoie Propofed this matter to them: 
But the Senate reje&ed it, becaufe the 
Enquiry was not firft piopofed by them- 
felves. But we have given pei mirnon that 
every one who pleafes may leceive Jefus 
among the Gods. And I have tlueatened 
death to thofe that go on to accufe the 
Chriftians. As to what concerns the peo¬ 
ple of the Jews, who have ventured to cru¬ 
cify Him, who, I hear, has no way defer- 
ved the Ciofs, but ratliei Honour and 
Worfbip j when I fliall get Ieifure time 
from my war with the Spaniards, who have 
departed from their obedience, I will exa¬ 
mine that matter, and will reward them 
accoiding to their deferts. 

Abgat wrote again an Epiftle to Tiberius. 

Abgar Kjng of the Armenians, To my 
Lord Tibeiius, the Roman Casfar, fend- 
eth Greeting. 

T Have feen the Epiftle that was written 
worthy of your majefty: and I rejoice at 
that Decree thou haft mention’d. And truly, 
if thou wilt not be angry with me, I think 
A a a a 4 t wh# 
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what thy Senate has done is exceeding ridicu¬ 
lous : fince with them Divinity is conferred 
by the examination of Men. So that hei e- 
after, if a God does not pleafeMen, He can¬ 
not be a God: whence it feems Man ought ' 
now to be piopitious to God. But let it 
be thy plealuie, who ait my Lord, to fend 
fomebody to Jerujalem in the place of Pi¬ 
late , that he may be removed from his < 
Government which Thou gaveft him, be- 
caufe he complyed with the defire of the 
Jews, and rafhly ciucify’d Chrift, with¬ 
out thy Permifiion. I wilh Thee thy 
Health. 

So wrote Abgar • and He placed the Copy 
of this Epiftle, as a Ho of the others, in His 1 * * 
Archives [at Edeja .] He wrote alfo to Net- 
feb , the young King of AJfytia, to Babylon. 

Abgar, King of the Armenians, To nty 
Son Nerfeh, fend Greeting ,. 

I Have received thy Letter of falutarion, 

and have delivered Peroz out of piifon, 
and have forgiven his crime. If therefore 
thou fhalt think fit, thou mayft appoint 
him Governour of Nimveh , as thou, it 
feems, defireft to do. But as to what thou 

wroteft to me, faying, 4 Send me this 

4 Phyfician, [Thad&us] who does miiades, 
* and preaches anothei God, v» ho is above 

‘ file 
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* fiie and water, that 1 may fee him and 
‘ hear him: 5 He was not a Phyfician by 
humane Skill, but a Dilciple ot the Son 
of that God, who is the Cieator of fire 
and water ; and was by Lot fent to 
preach the Golpei in the paits of Armenia. 
But theie is one of his piincipal Com¬ 
panions, btmon by name, who is lent 
mto the parts of Perfia. If theiefore thou 
feekeft after him, thou inayeft thy fclf 
hear him ; as may thy Father Jrtajbes 
at the fame time. And He will heal 
all your diftempers, and will fhew you 
the way of life 

He alfo wrote belkles to ArtaJIm , King of 
the Persians, after this manner. 


The Epiftle of Abgar to Artafhes. 

Abgar Kjng of the Armenians, to Arta- 
ihcs my Brother , Kjng of Kings, fends th 
Greeting. 

T Know that thou haft already heard of 
JefusClnift, the Son of God, whom the 
Jews have crucify’d, who is anfen fiom 
the dead, and hath fent his dilciples over all 
the world, that they might teach all men 
every whete. Now one of his principal 
difciples, Simon by name, is in thofe paits 
that belong to thy Kingdom. If therefore 
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thou wilt inquire-after him, thou wilt find 
him , and he will heal all thole difordeis 
and difeafes which are upon thee, tmd will 
Ihew thee the way of life. And thou thy 
felf t with thy Biethren, and all who wil¬ 
lingly obey thy commands, will believe his j 
woid. And truly it is very agreeable to 
me, who am thy Kinfman as to the Body, I 
to be a faithful and fiiendly Inftiuder as to < 
thy Soul. 

Now Abgar died before he received an An- 
fwer to thefe Epiftles, after he had reigned 
38 Years. 

N B. We have here in Abgar 's firfb Epi- 
Ille to Tiberius , a moll authentic! and moft an- * 
cient Teftimony, (if the Letter be genuine,) to i 
the truth of the fupernatural Eclipfe of the Stni> ■ 
and the Eat tbquale that accompanied it at our ' 
Saviour’s Paflion, m confirmation of the Gofpel 
Hiftory the former of which was long after¬ 
ward own’d by Tballus the Hiftorian, in his third 
Book, as alfo by Phlegon of Tralles in his Chro¬ 
nology at the 4th Yeai of the CCII. Olympiad. 
Apolonet. And if we obferve that Tertulhan not only refers 
C 11! to other Heathen Hiftorians, (meaning probably 
Tballus and PblegonJ for this miraculous Darknefs 
at the Death of Chrift, and notes that they imagin¬ 
ed it to be an Edtpfe according to the courfe of 
nature, but tells us that when this appear’d nnpo- 
Ifible, as being at a Full Moon, they denied the 
truth of it, He then boldly adds, ‘ However, 

‘ You have that Event related in your [Roman] 
l Archive^,’ By which he means, as I fuppofe, ; 

this j 
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this firft Letter of Abgarm to Tiberius there pre¬ 
fer v’d Unlefs he fhould mean the very of 
Pilate themfelves feen by him, and own’d m 
Tiberius's Letter as fent to him by Elate m 
which this wonder muft very probably have 
been alfo contain’d. Or He might poflibly mean 
both of them. Nor are we to forget the like 
Appeal of Lucian the Martyr, about a Centu¬ 
ry later than Tertullian , to the like Roman An¬ 
nals or Archives for the fame wonderful Dark- 
nefs; c Enquire, fays he, into your own Annals, 

‘ and you will find, that in the time of Pilate, 

( when Chnft fufFered, the Sun was obfcured j 
‘ and the Light of the Day was interrupted 
| with Darknefs. 
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Reafons for thefe Records 
being Genuine. 

S for the three firft of thefe Records,! 
The Epiftle of Abgarus to our Savi-, 
our, with our Saviour’s Anfwer 5 and; 
the Account of Tbaim s Cures and ’ 
Preaching the Gofpel at Eiejfa , they; 
are not Strangers to the Learned World alrea-' 
dy j as being much the fame with thofe we ’ 
have m Eujcbrn , taken alfo from the Archives! 
of Edejfa, and tranflated into the Greek. Tongue 
in his Ecihjiijiical HiJIory and which I have long 
L I. c. a g 0 produced m Enghp, and prov’d to be ge* 
‘ >!t ‘ uuine in myColleflion of Ancient Monuments, pag. 

$ — lo. Only we muft here take notice, that; 
tho 5 the Epiftles thenifelves be almoft verbatim, 
the fame here that we have in Enjebius , as they 
ought to be, Yet is not this Armenian Account 
ofTbai&us the fame with that Sytian Account 
in Eufcbiiif , but as different from it as St. Marl's 
Gofpel is different from St. Luke's, tho’ hardly 

more. 
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more.' Which difference, as it {hews the One 
was not deriv’d from the Other, but each was 
written by a different Perfon *, fo, by Confe- 
quence, does it confirm the real Truth o{ the 
principal Fads related in them both: In the 
very fame manner as St Mark's Gofpcl confirms 
the real truth of the principal Fadts related 
both in His and St Luke s Golpel. And as the 
Great Eufebius folemnly Appeals to thofe Ar¬ 
chives of Edejfa , and to the faithful Tranfcript 
and Verfion he had procur'd of his Records in 
the Syt ian Tongue, fo does our Great Armenian 
Hiftorian, Mojes Chotenettjis , with almoft equal 
folemmty, appeal to the fame At chives of Edejfa , 
and the Records preferv’d in the Armenian 
Tongue there Which Archives, in general, he 
affiires us himfelf had feen: and from which he 
informs us an earlier Author than himfelf, Le - 
ruhm by name, had tranfcribed them. We muff 
Obferve farther, that fince EdeJJa lay upon the 
confines both of Syt ia and Armenia . it is by no 
means incredible, that both thefe Setts of Re¬ 
cords were originally written, and all along pre¬ 
ferv’d m the Archives of Edejfa, both in the Ar¬ 
menian and in the Syrian , if not in the Greek 
Tongue alfo. I add this laft Claufe, becaufe 
the Greek of Eufebius is in the old Hsilenijluh 
ftilc, ufed in the firft and former part of the 
fecond Century, but not later; and becaufe the 
{file of Eufebius , who is commonly fuppofed to 
have tranflated thefe Records into Greek him¬ 
felf, which yet he does not direftly afiert, is ve¬ 
ry different from that wherein thde Records have 
been delivered Ly him to us, Not to fey; that 
it does not fuffkiently appear that Eufebius well 
anderftood either the Hebt ew or the Syr lack 
Tongues from which Syt uuk Tongue yet thefe 

Records 
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Vid. Mon- Records were Tranflated, as he dire&ly allures 

faucon 

Eufc™ m Thefe things being Premifed, take Both the 
cLmn.t , & ehminaiy and the Principal Objervations proper 
m p/ai' for our determination about thefe Matters, under 
<c. 4 P the following Particulars. 1 Obferve 

I. That St. Pett) frft opened the Door of- 
Faith to the Gentiles, or Prof elites of the Gam ' 
that were uncircnmcijed, in Judea, and that ve j 
ry foon after our Lord’s Afcenfion. St Peter' 
himfelf, at the Council of Je/uJalem , about A . 
Aft. xv. 7. j) t ^ fays, that <c> dt\tLm , Ft om anctent i 
Days, God made choice , among the Apojlles , that j 
the Gentiles by his Mouth ftmild hear the Wot d of j 
the Gofpel and believe, And St James fays, at t 
v. i4* the very fame Council, that this was iffS™, at j 
the frft beginning of the Gofpel j as that Word s 
may well be here underftood. Which Phrafes 
do ill agree to the time of the Preaching to Cot- 
iielius, which was but 8 or 9 Years backward, 
and no lefs than 12 Years alter the beginning 
Maw 1 j of the Gofpel, by the Preaching of John the 
a. Baptift. And it is plain from the Ms of the 
Acts vi. j, Apoftles, that the Giecian or Gentile Chriftiaus 
were fo numerous long before Peter preached to 
Cornelius , that there was a great complaint and 
murmuring, becaufe the converted Grecian or 
Gentile Widows were not admitted to equal Pri-! 
vileges with thofe of the converted Jews * or 
becaufe they were negUBcd in the daily Minifies \ 
tion. *Tis alfo plain thence, that the Saman - 
M tu x. tans, tho’ diftmguifhed from the loft Sheep 0} the 
5 6 . Bonfe of Ifrael , by our Saviour, as not general- ! 
ly to be preached to by the Apoftles till afte r 
his Refurre&ion, were now, as circnmcifedPto■ ■ 
Jelytes, not only preached to, but Baptized, and 
“ had the Holy Spirit communicated to them long 

befoie 



( 1099 ) 

before St. Veters preaching to Cornelius Tia 
farther plain, that upon the Per]edition which Acts xu 
{ttofe about Stephen , long before that preaching 19,20,21. 
to Cornelius \ tho' fome of the Chnftians preach¬ 
ed in Phcenice and Cyprus, mid Antioch, to none 
but to Jews only, yet that Others of them , which 
were of Cyprus and Cyrene, came to Antioch 
and preached to the Grecians, or Gentiles, till a 
great number of them believed. 

It is indeed, I think, umverfally fuppofed, 
that the Vifion of the Sheet let down ft om Hea¬ 
ven, to St. Peter, full of four footed Beajls of the APrS xU 
Earth , and wild Beajls , and creeping Things , and 
Fowls of the Air ; which he was enjoin d to Kill 
mid Eat , without any fcruple or diftinftion, was 
meant to imply, that He might now firft Preach 
to the hitherto reputed Unclean Gentiles , as well 
as he had hitherto done to dean Jews only. But 
furely without fufficient authority for fuch an 
Interpretation. Certainly the natural meaning 
of that Vifion is this, that Chriftian Jews need no 
longer fcruple to converfe and keep company and 
eat with Chnftian Gentiles, tho 1 thefe latter made 
no diftindtion in the Sorts of Animals allotted for 
their Food, but equally eat the flefh of what 
were called clean and unclean Creatures. Cer¬ 
tainly, as thejews might always preach to the 
Gentiles, to turn them from their Idolatry unto 
the Worfhip of the One true God , without cir- 
cumcifing them, or admitting them to be any 
more than Pi ofelytes of the Gate, fuch as was 
Cornelius himfelf before his Coaverfion to Chri- 
ftianity, fo might the Jewifh Chnftians think 
themfelves at liberty to Preach to the Gteeks or 
Gentiles , to turn from Idols to the living and i2>/; 
true God , and to own Jefus of Naxai eth for a 9. 
true Ptophet fent fiom God , without being im- 
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immediately fatisfyed that they might Baptize 
Aftsx 47. them, and convey to them the Gifts of the Ho- 
44 - ly Ghojl by Impofition of Hands, and admit them 
to the Holy huharijl, without owning that they 
might converfe familiarly with them, and eat 
xi i 5 »i 6 » all forts of Food at their Tables 3 without ac- 
17 knowledging the Partition Wall between Jews 
ll * and Gentiles to be taken away , and that thefe 
Profelytes imperfeft degree of Chriftianity would 
Ms w 9. allow no difference to be pvt between them and 
Jewifh Chnftians 5 either as to the pwifying their 
Hearts by Faith, or the availablenels ol their Re- 
xu is. pentance to eternal Life. Accordingly I take it 
to be clear, that, in Judea at leaft, the Gentiles 
were Preached to for feveral Years before the 
Jewifh Chnftians were fatisfyed in admitting | 
them to all Privileges equally with themfelves. j 
Which grant of equal Ptivileges , even that fa¬ 
mous Admiffion of Cornelius, and the folemn De¬ 
cree of the Apoftles at Jei ufalem, Ads rv ConJH- 
tut, vi. 12. I mean exclufiveofCircumcifion and 
the Cbfervation of the Law of Mofes, did not, 
without great difficulty, extort from the Jewifh 
Chnftians 

And what St Peter was accufed of by the 
Jewifh Chnftians upon the affair of Cotnchm 
was, not that he preached the Gofpel, but that 
Xl 3. He went in unto Men ttucinitmcifed, and did eat 
with them • as no doubt he had done feveral times 
x. 48. during thofe certain Days which the Hiftory im¬ 
plies he had been prevailed on to tarry with Cot - 
nelnts and his Friends at that time. And what 
the fame St. Peter was afraid of difgufting thofe 
Jewifh Chnftians withal that came from James, 
the Bifhop of the Circumcifion at Jerufalem, to 
0/ u Antioch, long afterward, was this 3 that they 
n —14. fhould then and there be feen to eat with the 
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Gentile Chriftians • which yet at othet Times 
and Places, as St. Paul tells him, he did not 
icruple to do, for the dtjjembhng of which known 
Branch of Cbnjlm Liberty at that time it was 
that St Paul greatly and juftly blamed both Hun 
and Barnabas I Obferve 

II. That we have a pretty compleat Series of 
the Abgai s, the Toparchs of Edejfa , preferv’d 
by the ancient Hiftorians, from the Days of 
Pompey, till thofe of Gordian III. Take this Se¬ 
ries m the following Table the Collection of 
which is owing to the mJuftry of the Learned 
Dr. Grabe , in his Spialegtum, Sec. I. Not. ad.Pag, 
3I4>—319- 

Abgarus I. in the Days of Pompey He is (aid 
to have betrayed Ciajjm into the Hands of the 
Pattbians , in the 53d Year before the Chriftiatt 
iEra His Royal Seat feems to have been at 
Nijibis , which I fuppofe was then the Capital of 
Adiabeite, Edejfa being not then built; or howe¬ 
ver not fo well built as to be fit for that pur- 
pofe. ; 

Whether there were not one or two more 
Abgats before the next mentioned by the Hifto¬ 
rians, and which I muft call Abgarus II. canftot 
How be determined. The largenefs of the Inter¬ 
val well enough allows it. 

Abgarus II. or Abgarus the Wife, the Son of 
Arfiam, in the Days of Augujhis , Tiberius , Cains, 
and the beginning of Claudius. He it was who 
wrote to our Saviour, and received an Anfwer 
from Him, and was cured of the Gout by Tbadddt, 
#1, and under him the Edejfens and Armenians 
always own they firft received Chnftiamty. 
He built Edejj'd 5 and Was allowed to build 
therein a Cv cus , and to dedicate it to Augufus. 
He removed the publick Records from Nijibis 
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to Eiejfa. He was King of Armenia alfo: I fup- 
pofe by the concefiiqn otAnguflus. 

His .Father A>Jlhvn feems to have been a Jew 
of the Family of the Bagratida , (who perhaps 
gave name to Bagradavene a Country in this, 
part of Armenia, mentioned by Ptolemy ) which i 
came into thofe Paits m the Days ot Eebmhai- 
wzjcar, and was alive when Tbadd&us came to 
Edejfa y as Mofes Cborenevjis informs us 1 

Abgarus III or Abgat us the Wicked, the Son' 
pf the foregoing, in the latter Days of Claudius , 
&c* He is reported to have detain’d Meherdate , 
a youpg prince, debauching with him a great 
while at Edejfa, A D 49. till he ipft the faireft 
opportunity in the World ol fetlmg hunfelf in 
tne Kingdom of Partjjia, which the Romans had 
given him. 

. Abgarus IV. He entertained Ttajait at j Edejfa, 
about A. D. 108. 

Abgarus V. Under Antoninus Pius . 

Abgarus VI. Under Severns , by whom He 
was' conquered. In his Days probably it was, 
that the Council of XVIII Bilhops met in 0 J- 
mm* (the Province of which Edtjja was the Ca- 
pjtalj concerning thePafchal Controverfy, which 
Pi n £ cc j ^mentioned by Eufebivs and whence we may 
V* 23. gather the certainty of this Hiftory of Tbaddms , 
-to ,whom the Edejjens and Armenians always as¬ 
cribe their firft Converfion to Chriftianity, and! 
we pay thence learn, that tho* Sanatru, the 
Suqceflor of Abgarus the Wije m Armenia, was 
able, in great meafure, to fupprefs Chriftianity 
, for-many Years in that Country •, yet did not 
■Abgarus the Wicked dp it in Ojroene or at Edejfa. 
This Abgarus VI. feems to have lived till the 
.beginning of CarnaHa: and has the Chara&er ol 
tMtfuel Prince. 
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Abganis VII. Under Car a< alia He was a pi¬ 
ous Punce, as Afntamis, his contempoiary, gf- 
fures ui, but was betrayed and impufoned by 
CV AC ill 1- 

AlgvmV III. Under Gordian III. 

Mo mtne Series of thele Abgai s can be traced 
lower in Hiftory. 

N B It appears by Jofiplus and Tlatvs, that 
Hie three feveral Paits of Annem.x, were, m the 
Days 01 Cnus and Cl minis C&Jat s } intirely difhnft 
as to their Governments. IhcLeffe/ Armenia 
was a Kingdom by ltfelf. on the Weft of bu- 
ph/ates. The Aorth part of great Armenia was 
joined to the Kingdom of the Cimmei ian Bofpbor us: 
and the South or largeft part of Ai menu was a 
Branch of the Kingdom of Adiabene •, whole Ca¬ 
pital feems to have been Arjtbh which j after it 
b,d been taken Awty from Adiabene , and joni’d 
to Ojroene, was veftor’d to Adiabene again by 
Ai tabanm, the King of hi tbia , i'll the Perfon of 
fusion in Law hates. For all thefe leflhr King- 
cioms weie, m this Age, tributary either to’ thd 
Romans or the Par than s $ and had their Princi¬ 
palities altered at then Pleafure I Obferve 
III That Abganis II whofe Letters we have 
already produc’d, began to reign about A D. 5. 
And rtjgncd 38 Years, and died about A. D, 
This Chionology of Abgai us depends Upon 
what Mfjls Choi enehjis -allures Us, that the Taxa¬ 
tion of hdejja or Armenia tell info thejecond 
Year of his reign. Now we know'from Jofe~ 
fbl'S, that Cyrevtus became Prefidcnt of Syria, m 
the Borders ot which lies and adjoining 

to it Armenia, and taxed it, together with jfn- 
1 ha . (which was then become a plait of •Syria ) 
Upon the death of ‘ Atr'cbelaus , of in the tenth 
Peer aftw/C the death of Herod the Great, i e. 
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A. D. 7. So that Abgarus had then reigned 
between one and two Years-, whence we juftly 
afcribe the beginning of his 38 Years to fome 
part of A. D- 5. and determine his death to 
fome part of A. D. 43. or within a few Months 
fooner or later than thofe Years refpe&ively. 
I Obferve, 

IV. That the time of St. Peter’s converting 
the Gentiles • (I fay the Gentiles , as the follow¬ 
ing Texts fully fhew, 1 Pet. i. 14. 11. 9. >o. 
iv. 3) in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia , Afa, and 
Bithynia to whom he directed his firft Epiftle 
feems to have been between A D. 40, and A. 
J). 44. and that the time for his converting the 
Perjtam , and their Neighbours the Babylonians , 
feems to have been between A. D. 44, and A. 
D. 49, and that he feems to have written his 
firft Epiftle from Babylon , about A. D. 47, or 
48. We meet with St, Peter firft in the A£ts 
A 8 . i. »ix. of the Apoftles at Jerufalem , or in Judea, paj- 
52 ‘ jing throvgh all its Quarters, as the Apoftle of the 
Circumcifion. In particular we find that He came 
to JLidda and Saron, and then returned to Jeritfa - 
Jem, three Tears after St. Pral’s Converfio 1 j who 
flayed with him there at that time, 15 Days' 
Gai.i 18. which three Tears ended about A, D 38. Aftei 
AH. lx. which we find him tarrying at Joppa many Days 
45 ‘ vith one Simon a Tanner , about A D. 39. We 
i. find him going thence to C&Jarea , and Preaching 
xi. to Cornelius , and tarrying mtb bim and bis Friends 
certain Days , and then vindicating fuch his Con- 
duft at Jerufalem, about A. D. 40. We find him 
xi».$>©><. ^ Paffover in Jerufalem , and there and then 
impnfoned by Herod Agrippa , and delivered 
xv - out of Prifon by an Angel, A. D. 44. And we 
find him at the great Council at Jerufalem a- 
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bout A D. 49. After which the Apojlolical 
ConJIitutions inform us, that the ApoJHes tarried v * IJ - 
a great while at Jerufalem. But where St- Peter 
was between A D, 40, and A D. 44. and again 
between A. D. 44, and A. D 49. we have 
hitherto had no Accounts at all. Let us. there¬ 
fore fee what farther Light the Armenian Epi- 
ftles of Abgarus here produced will afford us. 

Now by the two laft of them we are informed 
that when they were written, 2. e. A. D. 42, 
or 43. St. Peter was in the Country of Perfia, or 
in the Borders of Babylonia , as by the former 
Accounts he might well be. We alfo know 
thence, that St. Peter was likely to have an In¬ 
vitation to come and Preach the Gofpel at Bn- 
hylon very foon. And we farther know, that 
when St. Peter wrote his firft Epiftle to the Gen¬ 
tile Converts of Pontus , Oalatia , Cappadocia, Ah, 
and Bithynia , He was at Babylon , and had let- 1 Pet. v. 
tied a Church there: in whofe name, or rather in 3 5 * 
the name of two of its Members, who were the 
moft nearly related to him, his own Wife and Son 
Marcus , he falutes the other Churches. What 
is the natural Conference ci all this* but that 
we are to fuppofe St. Peter , towards the latter 
end of A D. 40. or a little after he had under- 
ftood by the Vifion about Cornelius, that Convex 
ted Gentiles were to have equal Privileges, all 
equal Privileges with Converted Jews; and fo 
12 Years alter the beginning of the Gofpel, by See . 
the Preaching of John the Baptifi , (which was 670,plus, 
the exaft time when the Apoftles were ordered 
by Chrift to fpread themfelves over the Heathen tn 
World,) He went to Preach to the Gentiles in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia , Afa, and Bithynia, 
and flayed there till A* D. 44. when he returned 
from thence to celebrate the Paflover at Jferufy- 
B b b b 3 lem. 
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lein, Which Sort of Jewifh Solemnities one may 
obferve the Apoftle Paul alfo ftill aiming to 
frequent when he could, altho' he were otherwife 
Preaching in remote Countries. After tins St, 
Peter Teems to have gone by Edejfa into Pei fa and 
Babylonia and when he had fetled a Church at 
Babylon, He wrote from thence A. D 47, or 48. 
his fitft Epiftle to his new Converts in the Pla¬ 
ces already mentioned*, and then, the very next 
Year, A/D. 49. he returned to JeruJalem, and 
joined himfelf to the reft of the Apoftles, when 
they celebrated the firft (amous>Council at that 
Place. And what confiderably ftrengthens tins 
Chronology of St. Peter is this, that about the 
very tune here ftated for his Preaching in Perfa, 
and neqv Babylon, Jojephus informs tis, that Izates, 
[the Son of Abgar \ near the very fame Place was 
convened'* to Judaifin, by the Accounts in Jo- ’ 
fepbus) but, as I have already ftiew’d, in reality 
to Bbionte Gbrafliantiy. -I Obferve. 

V. That this Babylon , from which St Peter 
wrote his k firft Epiftle, was not Myfkal Babylon 
ot R 6 me r but that real City then fo called 111 
Babylonia. This is clear from the Premifes Nor 
could St, Peter well call the City of Rome by 
the name of Babylon at this tune: fiuce it ne¬ 
ver appears to have had that nanie given it a- 
mong Chriftians till about $0 Years afterward, 
when St. John law his Revelation. Nor would 
any judicious Commentator, who had known 
X y 1 !j z ^ at ^ ^* ter &d at ^ 5S ti me really Preach 
1 ’ * the Gofpel at literal Babylon, ever interpret him 
here of ruyfkal Babylon or Rome. I Obferve 
VI That we meet with One, and I think, 
but One Chronological Chara&er 111 this firft 
Epiftle of St Peter, viz That He calls a Be¬ 
liever a Chi ifian , which name is fuppofed firft 
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given Believers at Antioch about A. D. 43. which 
perff&Iy agrees to the prelent determination of ^ Xi 2< $ t 
the time when that Epiftle was whtten. I 
Obferve 

VIL That Enfebius himfelf, who produces the 
two Letters between our Saviour undAbgarjis; with 
the largeft Account of Thadd&ns, dire&'ly pre¬ 
pares the way for our expectation ol other Re- 
cords , then laid up in the fame Archives of 
Edefa, befides thofe he had procur’d and pub- 
lilhed •, andfuch indeed as peculiarly belonged tp 
this Altgarus alfo: For fo are his Words, that 1 In 
‘ thofe publick Monuments were prefervd what El a % a i 
* contained the Edcjfexe Antitjuities, and what i, 73. 

4 concerned the ABs of this A*bgarus.’ Which laft 
Character is exa&ly anfwered by thefefour additio' 
nal Epiftles of Abgar’ s own, with Tiberius $ An- 
fwer to one of them, here produced out of the 1 fame 
Archives by Mojes Chorexenfts, I Obferve 

VIII. As to the Internal Ckaratten , that the 
Contents of all thefe Records are very natural, 
and very agreeable to the Circumftances of the 
Times and Perfons whereto they belong, lo as 
to afford no juft Sufpicion of Forgery, but the 
proper Marks of genuine lincerity. 

Thus the Hiftory here informs us, that iome 
time before the MefTengers or Ambaffadors of 
Abgar went up to Jerujalem to fee our Saviour, 
they were fent to one Markus, who was Gtfar* s 
Legate m the Eaft at that time, and found him in 
Judea. Now we know from Tacitus that JElins 
Laima , then Prefident of Syria , was never per- Annal Vi. 
mitted to go thither , and that one Julius Mari - I0 * z ' i ~ 
xiis was till A D. 32, a great Favourite of Ti* 
berius. and fo might well be his Legate m the 
haft at that time. Tho 5 Tacitus informs us far¬ 
ther, that He had foon after this the common 
B b b b 4 Fate 
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Fate'of many other of Tibet ii/i’s Favourites, to 
be by him put to death, and that as it feems 
before the Year A D. 3; began; Which cir- 
cumftance, by the way, fixes this Interview be-* 
tween the Meflengers or Ambafiadors of Abgar 
and this Markus to A. D. 32, tho’ probably it 
might be towards the end of that Year, and juft 
belore the departure of Markus out ot Jiidea to 
Tiberius . Nor is it very unlikely that one rea- 
fon why Tiberius a little after found reafon to 
Tacit VI. complain, that he could get no proper Confular 
s’. Perfon to undertake the Government of Syria t 
was this, that JEUus Lamia had never been per¬ 
mitted to go to that his Province *, and that 
his favourite Markus, who was his Legate and 
Prefident there, had been put to death by him 
upon ‘his return from it. 

Thus the language of Abgarus, when he calls 
the then Parthian Monarch Artajhes , not King of 
Fartbia, as the modern Greeks and .Romans always 
did, but of Perjfa, as did all the Orientals: is next 
to a Demonftration thabthefe Letters were not 
deriv’d either from the Greeks or Romans, hut 
from an EaJIern People, to whom they pretend 
to belong For as the Name Parthia, Hear the 
Words of the moft skilful of all the Euroji&ws 
in thefe Matters, I mean of Dr. Hyde: * Whence 
De Rthg. * the Greeks had their Word Parth or Parthia, 
v/t Pm. ‘/fay S he, I am not able to guefs*. becaufethat 
p 4 found cannot be founded by the Mouth of ei- 
* ther a Perjian or Parthian . To be fure it is 

4 corrupted trom Pars . 3 We may alfo take no* 
Dm. op ri ce here of the Infcnption to this King of Per* 
lijjir ad f a or Parthia, the King of Kings, which *tis 
Ann. ante well known was the peculiar Character which 
j&r cbytji thofe Kings claimed in thefe Ages. 1 Ob* 
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Thus we here twice meet with the mention 
of Fit e and Water , as of two of the great vifible 
Deities honoured by the Parthians or Perjians, 
who reigned over the Babylonians alfo, at this 
tune Which Deities we otherwife know were Hyde tv 
peculiar to Media and Perfa. Thus alfo the Relief 
omiflion of the fpurious Claufe both here and m c 
Eujebuts, which m the latter Part of the 4th, in v 
the 5th and 6th Centuries, as we fhall foon fee, 
was added to our Saviour’s Letter, as if ‘ the 
‘ Edtjfetis fhouldbe fufficiently fecur’d from be- 
1 mg ever conquer’d by any Enemy,’ which 
Claufe Procopius affures us, as we fhall fee pre- 
fently alfo, was not extant in any of the old 
Hiftorians \ is a farther Mark of genuine Anti¬ 
quity and Sincerity. Thus what Abgarvs prefs’d 
Tibet m to, with reference to the Nation of the 
Jews, which had unjuftly procured the death of 
thrift, viz. That he would be avenged on them 
for their Wickednefsj and what Tiberius m his 
Letter here fhews himfelf ready to do , agrees 
well with what this Tiberius a&ually did, when 
he feat the ypunger People of that Nation into 
Bamihment, unto unhealthful Countries; and 
when he banifhed the reft of them, together 
with their Profelytes, out of the City of Rome, 
kts Suetonius informs us. And tho’ he docs not j„ 
inlorm us at what time of bis reign it happened, § 
yet fince Pbtlo , who then lived and wrote, af- Legat. 
fures us, that fuch things were not done before, b 101 S- 
even at the defire otSejamts, it could not well 
be on any other occafion, Thus what the fame 
Abgarus perfuaded Tiberius to, with relation to 
Pilate , who at the folhcitation of the Jews had 
moft unjuftly condemned Chrift, that He 
w .uld turn him out of his Government of Judea, 
agrees well alfo with what happened to Pilate 
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aftenfard: who by Fitellm , Tiberius's Prefident 
of Syria, at the complaint of the Jews themfelves 
againft another of his cruelties, was a&ually ' 
turned out of that Government, and fent to : 
Rome to be judged by Tiberius And altho 1 the i 
death of Tiberius intervening put a {fop to any i 
farther Seventy from Tiberius hijnfelf, yet are 
we Hill informed, that’Ti/tfnWs Succelfor Cairn j 
did both hate and' perfecute thp Tews immediate* { 
]y, and did fo diftrefs Pilate , when he was come 5 
to Rome, that in the 3d Year of Cams reign he , 
flew hunfelf, as did Caiapbas alfo do the like, 
who firft condemned him Nor indeed (to note 1 
thefe things alio by the way) did Herod the 
Great, who intended to flay him among the In* i 
fants of Bethlehem , nor Hei'oi the Tetiacb who \ 
infulted Him and flew his Fore-runner John the | 
Baptijl, efcape the juft Judgments of God. The 1 
former dying very foon and very miferably, af¬ 
ter the {laughter of the Infants m Judea ; and 
the latter dying in Baniflnnent in Gall^ after 
his Anny had been cut oft by Arctas King of 
Arabia , which deftrudtion of Ins Army the very 
Jews themfelves took to be on account of his 
barbarous Murder of John the Bagtift: of all 
which Jofepbus informs us And what a mifey 
table death Herod Agnwa, who flew James the 
Apoftle, and attempted to flay Peter, fuddenly 
came to, both the Ads of the Apoftles and Jo- 
fephus dof fully inform us. Thus alfo Algarus, 
in both Copies of the Ads of Thaddrn, fays, that 

* He did 10 firmly believe in Jefus Chrift, that 
e he would have raifed Forces to deftroy the 
‘ Jews who crucify’d him, had he not been re- 

* {trained from that Purpofe by the fear of the 

* Roman Empire.’ This Declaration not only a- 
grees in general with the Purport of Abgar us\ 
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fetters to Tiberius, which perfuaded him, Who 
was the Govemour ofthat Empire, to punifh the 
Jews accordingly^ but is itfelf the very fame 
Motive to be quiet, which his Son Ixaies gave 
to Bar dams the Son of Ai tabajius, King of Par * 
thia, fome Years afterwards, as Jofipbns afces Ani xx 
us. *. 

Thus what is dually obje&ed agamft this 
Hiftory, that fo little a Prince as a Toparch of 
Edejja, could never think of fighting with the 
Nation of the Jews, even fetting aiide the fear 
of the&www, appears to bemtirely ground lefs: 

The fame Abgar or Monohazus, who was Toparch 
of Edejfa, appears to have been King of Adiabena 
as well as Armenia alfo, when Tfwid&us came to 
him, and he laid this. And his Son Izates, who 
fiicceeded him elfewhere, tho* he feerns not to 
have fucceeded him as Toparch oi 1 Edejfa, was yet 
fo Potent a Prince, that He reftored Artabanus , 
his Father-in-Law, the great King of Par tbia, to 
his Dominions, when he had been ejected by his 
Subje&s, and another had been fet on his Throne, 
as jofepbus allures. And the fingle Kingdom of ibid. 
Armenia , which was only a part of the Domini¬ 
ons of this Abgarus, is faid by Sextus Rufus, 30 
or 40 Years earlier, to have been ftrongcr than 
tl^t of the Parihians Accordingly Eufebius juft* dp- Ufa 
ly calls our Abgar II. Govemour of the Nations ^ ant, 
lying beyond Euphrates, in the Plural Number; f 
And his Predeceffor Abgarus I is by Appicm fti- llJ'Ecd. 
led the Govemour , and Abganis III. by Tacitus ,, i- 
King of the Arabians , and Abgarus VII. by Hero* u 
han , Dio , and Eufebius, King of the Ofd) oeiis, all & Not. 
in the fame Plural Number. Thus Aldus , the 
Son of Aldus, (which elder Abdus is here faid to 
be a chief Man of the City of Edejfa, and which 
younger Aldus lfr here faid to be cured by Thai- 
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dm of the Gout) feems to be the very fame 
Abdus who is defcribed by Tacitus and Dio, as an 
Eunuch of a great Family and Riches m Partbia * 
and that within a Year or two aftei the coming 
of Tbadd&us to Edefct. 

Thus whenThadd&ns,m the Armenian Records, 
is faid to have ordained one of his firft Con¬ 
verts in his ftead , it is not laid that he Ordained 
him Bijhop , as m all probability it would have 
been laid had thofe Ads been written but fo 
late as the end of the firft Century. when that 
was the known ufual Title for the principal 
Church Governour m every City. 

Thus when the Armenian Copy of Abgarus’s 
Letter to our Saviour calls him the Son of Ar- 
fham, which, with a good deal of variety in the 
Spelling, was m certain Copies of Eufebrn allo, 
this is fo far confirmed by Jofepbns , that he 
tells us hates, the Son of Monobazus, [or Ab- 
garus ,] once drove his Arabian Enemies into a 
Caftle called Arfam *, which probably took its 
Name from this A>fam or Arfiam, the Father of 
Abgarus. And that Arfam was a noted Name a- 
mong the Armenians , we may learn from the 
Name of one of their Cities, Arfamojata , men¬ 
tioned by Ptolemy. 

*Tis true, Tibu inr calls the Followers of opr 
Saviour in this his Epiftle Cbrijtians, before they 
are fuppos’d to have had that Name given them 
at Antioch * which was fbme Years after the 
death of Ttberius. However it muft be obferv’d, 
that tho 5 the Text be exprefs as to the Place, 
that the Dtfaples were called Cbrijhans firft at 
Antioch, yet is not there a Syllablem that Text 
as to the time when they were there firft fb cal¬ 
led. That is only our later Inference. That 
Name might be given them at Antioch therefore 

when 
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when the Men of Cyprus and Cyt ene firft Preached «. 20. 
to the Gentiles at Antioch , upon the Perfecution 
about Stephen , and might be conUderably earlier 
than this Epiftle of Tiberius. Which early time 
is particularly confirm’d by Tct tullran, who di¬ 
rectly fays, that the Name of Chrijhans entrcd , , 
into the World in the Days of Tiberius. and this ’ 
in that particular Place where he produces part 
of the Contents of this very Letter o( Tibet ius f 
of which more prefently. As if he had learned 
the Antiquity of this Name of Chnjhan from his 
own Roman Copy of that Letter, which is not 
unworthy of observation. However, give me ' 
leave to take Notice here farther, that we have 
reafon to believe the Ads of Pilate, and this Epi- 
Jlle of Tiberius originally wrote the Names with 
an e mftead of an z, Chrejl and Chrefian, inftead 
of Cbrijl and CbriJIiaiu For fo the unbelieving 
Greeks and Romans long pronounced them, as 
we learn from Suetonius , m Claud C 25. Tacitus 
Annal. C XV. Seft, 44 JuJhn. Martyr. Apol I. 

Sed. 3. Clemens Alexandrinus Admonit. ad Gent, 
p . 5<S. Strom. II. p. ;66. 391. Tertul. Apologet . 

C. 3. Ladant. iv. 7. & Philopatr. p. 1003. And 
tliis original Miftake might eafily occafion the 
Church of believing Gentiles at Antioch to eor- 
re£t thofe Names, and to call themfelves imme¬ 
diately by the true Name of Chrijlians , which 
they have born ever fince. Give me leave alfo 
ftill farther to intimate another reafon for the 
Cathohch giving themfelves very early the Name 
of Chrijlians, which feems to me not improbable 5 
I mean m order to diftinguifh themfelves from 
thofe among their Converts who differed but lit¬ 
tle from meer Jews, but in therr Profeflion, that 
Jefus of Nazareth was the true Mejjiab ■ as tpi- 
pbanius truly obferves, and all the ancient Catho• 
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Inks agreed. For the firft or earlieft "Name thefe 
Hereticks took was tliat of JeJJaans, either from 
Ji?p, the Father of Divide 01 [rather"] from Je* 
Jus himfelf, as the fame Author informs us. Now 
theft Jeffaan Hereticks who never fubmitted to 
the very firft Preaching of the Apoftles, even 
in Judea, immediately alter Chr’ft’s Refurreftion, 
but quickly oppofed them, as * /e have formerly 
feeuj Would foon afford the Applied Catholicls 
the occafion, if not the necefftty of difhnguifh* 
ing themfelves, by taking another Name; which 
therefore they prefeiltly did by calling them- 
felves Cbripans Ahd here what is in part Arch 
Bifhop Qbfcrvation is confidetable, that 
the manner of deriving the termination of Cfcn- 
fiand fom Cbrijl.is rather Roman or Lativ t than 
Qredl or and feems to fhew that they 

were not Hdlevijls or converted lews, but Ro- 
mam or converted Gentiles, who firft took that 
Denomination upon them. And that not im- 
pfobablv, as I fidve already faid, in order, to di- 
ftinglnm themfelves from thofe Hellemjl or Jewifo 
Hereticks who at firft ftited themfelves JejJ&m, 
ahd afterward Nazar darts 5 and at laft, upon the 
rife, of Ebioti, they gave thein&lves, or others 
gave to them ottheir FelloWHerertickslthe Name* 
of Bbionsans or Ebionites 5 which has'cohtinued 
to be thpir Name till this very Day Accord¬ 
ingly Epiphanus i&fs, they, called themfelves 
Jejfaans , till the Catholicks called, thftnfeWes CftH- 
. pans at Antioch , but no Ionian Which Faff 
well deferves our Remark upon this'Occafion. 

N, B If any fcrhple theQifcinnftance that is’ 
here told, both in/ the Sjrihn zrtd. Armeniak' 
Aft's of Tbaddstis'p that e AS he Wasemnng intd> 
4 the Palace of Ab$ar\ a wondekful Ajtfpcarance 
/was ften in the Face of Tbudkusf thfcy will 
* ’ eeafe 
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ceafe to fcruple it, when they reflect, that a ve¬ 
ry little after this, All that fat in the Council An 
looking jledfajlly upon Stephen, Jaw his Face , as it *5 
had been the Face of'an Angel. 

N. B. Had not ten Years Accounts of 
Suetonius been here loft, and had not Dio and 
Tacitus teen fo very full of Tibet ims Wicked- 
liefs and Cruelty at Rome about thofe Years, that 
they fay little of the State of the Provinces, we ■> * 
might probably, by the knowledge of the Year 
of the Spaniards Revolt, mention’d in Tiberius' s 
Letter, have been able to determine the very 
Tear when that Letter was written Only the 
Account Fhilo gives us of the univejfal Peace £e i„ vaU 
and univerfal Sukmffion to the Romans there p 995, * 
were when Tiberius died, and Caius fucceeded ?$>+• 
hiiri A. 2 ). 3}. makes it probable, that this Re¬ 
bellion was over, and the Spaniards reduc’d by 
that time, which .Reduction of them, taking in 
the Preparations for it, could hardly be done in 
lefs than two or three Years. So that this Let¬ 
ter of Tiberius could not well be written later 
than Ai D 34 which exa&ly agrees to the 
time when any Learned Inquirer would other- 
wife determine thefe Epiftles pals’d between 7 z- 
beritts and Abgarus. As the death' of Abgarus, at 
A. D. 43. before he received an Anfwer to his 
two kft Epiftles, fiifficiently fixes the JDate of 
thofe Epiftles to A. D. 42. nearly. I now pro¬ 
ceed to the External Tefmonies which confirm 
the genuinenefs of-thefe Armenian Records, and 
go on to Obferve.' 

IX, That Jujlin Martyr for certain once, r 
and very probably twice. Appeal? to thofe Atts * 45 5 
of Pilate as in his Days among- the Romans , which 
Tiberius's Letter, his invaluable Let’ter ; here pro¬ 
duc’d, fuppofes to have been true. and He lays, 

I' The 
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4 The Romam might learn out of them that 
‘ Chnft wrought Miracles, that He raifed the 
4 dead alfo, and that he differed greatly before 

* his death.’ Which exadly agree with the 
Contents of the genuine Ads of Pilate, as refer’d 
to in this Letter of Tibir'm. I Obferve 

X. That Tsrtullian , the firft and acuteft of 
. all the Lathi Fathers, Appeals alfo to the fame 

* A 8 s or Epijlle of Pilate, here fuppos’d m Tiberi- 
tts’s Letter to Abgarus , and that in thefe remarks* 
Apotyet. ble Words: 4 Of all thefe things, fays Tertulli- 
§11. * an, [concerning the Hiftory, the Miracles, the 
‘ Sufferings, and the Refurred ion of Chnft,] did 

* Pilate, who was then a Chriftian m his Heart, 
4 fent an Account to Tiberius Cafar . 3 Which ex- 
adly agrees to the Contents of thefe AQs or 

file of Ftlate, refer’d to here by Tiberius I 
Obferve 

XI. That the diftitid Account here given by 
Tiberius , that He had ^dually refer’d it to the 
Roman Senate, to make Chrift a God, upon the 
Relation that Pilate and others had made to him 
of his great Miracles, and wonderful Redirec¬ 
tion from the Dead, and how that Motion came 
to mifcarry m the Senate 5 is fo throUghlj con¬ 
firmed by the fame Tcrtullmt elfewhere, and 
from him by Eufebtus , (whofe better Copy of 
Tejttillfon's Text I here follow,) that one would 
think the Roman Copy of this very Epiftle of 
Tiberius to Abgarus lay before him when he wrote. 

Terinil. ‘ How when Tiberius, fays Tertullian , in whofe 
jipAo&t * time 'he Chriftian Name came into the World, 
§ 5 * * was informed out of PaleJIhte in Syria, both of 

4 the' reft of Chrift’s Miracles, and how he rofe 
jif j. 1 agam. from the Dead after his death, and was 

* then generally believed to be a God, He refer’d 

* it to the Senate, with the Prerogative of his 

* own 
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c own Vote. The Senate, becaufe it had not it 
4 felf firft given its Approbation, rejected the 
4 Motion. Cafat continued in his Opinion, and 
‘ threatened Death to thofe that fhculd accufe 
4 the Chrifhans. 5 And we may Ncte here, m 
confirmation of this laft Aftertiun, that the Chri- 
ftians had Peace, as to the Romans, not only lit 
the Days of Tibet jus , but through the Reigns of 
Caius and Claudius , till the very Days of Nero: 
as we well know from Atts ix 31. and from 
this very Tct tullmi , 111 the Words following thofe 
now cited. I Obferve. 

XII. That it appears very probable that the 
fame Tcrtullian faw a Copy of even our fecond 
Epiftle of Abgarrn to Tiberius : His Words juft 
preceding thofe here quoted, are thefe: 4 There 
4 was, fays he, an ancient Decree, That no God 
4 fhould be confecrated by an Emperor, unlefs 

4 he were approv’d of by the Senate.-1 his 

4 makes for us [Chriftians] alfo 5 that with you 
4 Divinity is to be debated of by humane Arbi- 
‘ tration. Unlefs a God be acceptable to a Man, 

1 4 He fhall not be a God. So that now Man is 
‘ to be propitious to God. 5 This is exceeding 
like to what Abgarus fays m this Lettei to Ttbe- 
rus. To pafs over the well known Authority 
and Relation oi hujebuts. I Obferve 

XIII. That we have an unexceptionable Wit* 
nets to the firmnefs of the Belief at Edejfa in the 
fourth Century, that fuch Epiftles did leally < 
pafs between our Saviour and Abgarus , 1 mean 
kpht an the Syt tan , a Deacon of this very Church 

I of Edej}a His Words, which are taken out of his 
| Tejlament , made about A. D. 378, are thefe: 

4 Moreover, fays Epbr&m, Blefled is your City 
4 and Mother Edejfa, which has been emphatzcal- 
{ly Blefled out of the Mouth of the Lord, by 
C c c c 1 his 
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c his Difciples, but our Apoftles. Augants the 

* King, who built this City, fent and defir’d to 

* receive the Saviour ol the whole World, and 
‘ the Lord Chrift, when he appear’d m his fo* 
‘ jourmng [on Earth,] and faid, “ I have heard 
“ an Account of all Things that thou haft done, 
“ and how many Things thou haft fufFered 
“ of thofe Jews who rejed thee. Wherefore 
ft come hither, and dwell with me I have this 
“ City of my own * which tho’ it be fmall, will 
“ yet be fumcient for Thee and Me.** More* 
‘ over^ The Lord, wondering at his Faith, fent 
‘ by his Meflengers, and Blefled our City, as one 
‘ that ihould Iaft for ever, and eftablilhed her 

* Foundations. This Billing will therelore con* 

* tinue and remain upon it, until the Holy Je- 
c fhs, the Chrift, the Son of God, and God of 

* God, (hall be revealed.’ Where we may jiqte 
two Circumftances, not mentioned by Eufebim, 
vh> That Mjfhrm thought there were non than 
we that brought Ghrifts Epiftleto Ahgar , to 
which the Armmqn Records agree, as to Ahgar' s 
Epiftle to Chrift*, and that his Copy had the 
fymotttGwfe, as if the City of kdejja ihould, ne¬ 
ver be conquered by any Enemy *, which neither 
the Copy of Evfebius, nor that of Mofes Cboreyen- 
Jis at all mention. I Obferve 

XIV. That this Hiftory of the Intercoqrfe be¬ 
tween Chrift and Algarn is farther confirm’d by 
Darius the Comes, m his Letter to Augujiw a- 
Ap, Op bout A. D. 425. His Words are thefe: 6 There 
Augufitn. ‘ is extant, fays Darius, an Epiftle of a certain 
‘ Great Man, or rather of a King, who implored 
^ ^ * of our Lord God Chrift, while he lived m the | 

f Country of Judea, and was not returned back j 
4 into his Heaven, That fince he was hindred I 

* from coming to him by his Infirmity, and did 1 

• not! 

u 
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* not believe be could be crtherwife healed 5 He, 

* who was the Salvation and Medicine ol the 
‘ World, would vouchfafe to come to him And 
‘ that he might not appear to be Injurious to 

* To great a Majeity, of which the unskilful 
‘ King had a confideiable, tho 1 not a perfect 

* Notion j he is reported to have commended 

* his own City, that the God might be inticed 
4 with the Beauty of the City, and might not m 
‘ difdain reject the Prayers of his Supplicant.* 

‘ The God was ready to aflift the King. He was 
‘ cured, and had granted to him more than He 
e asked For he lent him, in his Epiftle, not 

* only Health, as his Supplicant, but Security 

* as a King. * He alfo gave him aflurance that 

* his City mould for ever and ever be free from 

* Enemies.’ W here we cannot fail to note, that 
the fpurious Claufe , about this City’s being never 
to be conquered by any Enemy, was certainly 
in Danus\ Copy. I Cbferve 

XV. That Procopius of C&farea, in his Hiftory 
of the Berfern War of his own time, at large con' L. II. 
firms this whole Intercourfe between our Saviour c lZt 
an dAbgat us , and judicioufly diftinguilhes between 
the genuine Copy of our Saviour’s Letter to Ab~ 
garus , as it flood in the Old Hiftones, and as it 
flood [ interpolated ] at Edeffa in his Days. His 
Words are thefe. * There was, fays Procopius, 

* in old Time a Topauh of Edejfa, Augarus by 

* Name, one of the wifeft Men of his Age; and 

* on that account exceeding dear to the Emperor 
( AugitJIus. For he went to Rome to make a 
t League with the Romans. Whom when An* 
t gujius had admitted to an Audience, He fo much 

< admired his extraordinary Wifdom, that He 

< immediately had a very great mind to have a 
« more intimate Familiarity with him. Nor 

* C c c c 2 ; wouh} 
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4 would he fuffer him to be abfent from his dai- 
4 ly Convention. To be fure, when he deli- 
4 red leave to be gone he was denyed By which 
4 means it came to pafs that he was a long 
6 while abfent from his own Country.—— - At 
4 length Avgujhis , tho’ unwillingly, gave him 
4 leave to depart ——After this a rnoft fevere 
4 Gout afflicted him, when he was old. whofe 
4 acute Pains and terrible Confinement were a 
4 fore Grief to him, and made him put himfelf 
4 under the Care of Phyficians, of whom he 
4 got together the mo ft celebrated from all Quar* 

4 ters. But afterwauls, when they could apply 
4 no lemedy to him, he difcarded them. Then, 

4 not knowing whither to turn himfelf, he la* 

4 mented his hard Cafe. At that time Jefus, the 
4 Son of God having afflimed a Kortal Body, 

4 convers’d with the Inhabitants ofPalejhte, pro* 

4 ving mamfettly that he was truly the Son of 
4 God By a Life unpolluted with any blot of Sm, 
4 and by his Works, which were beyond the Powers 
4 of mortal Men. For He raifed the Dead by his 
4 Voice, as out of a fleep. He opened the Lyes of 
4 them that were bom Blind. He cleanfed the Bo* 
4 dies of’ Men from the white Leprofy and cured 
4 Lamenefs, and fuch other Diftempers as Phyfi- 
4 cians fay are in curable Which Relations when 
4 Abgctrm heard, by fuch as came from Palcjhne to 
4 Edejfa, he took courage, and defired of Jefus by 
4 Letter, that he would come away from fnd&j, as 
4 from an ungrateful Country, and vouchfafe to 
4 hvewithhim for the time to come AfterChnfl 
4 had received and read the Letter, He wrote 
4 back to this purpofe. That he dnedfly denyed 
4 to come , but promifed him the Reftoration of 
4 his Health They fay alfo, that he added this 
e Claufe, ‘ How the City Ihdcjfci] fhould never 
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e be taken by the Ba> barium? This concluflon 
£ of the Epiftie has no where been owned by 
e thofe who have written the Hiftory «f that 
c tune, ior they have not made the leaft men- 
‘ tion of it any where. But the Inhabitants of 
c Edejfa fay, that this Claufe was found with the 

* reit of the Epiftle. Whence probably it is 
1 that they have placed fuch a Copy m the 
( Gates of their City, mftead of any other Pi 

1 Jervattve -Now I cannot help thinking 

‘ fometimes, that Chriffc did not write that laft 
c Claufe, which I have fet down But I have 
1 added it, becaufe Men perfuade themfelves 
‘ that this City is under His Protedhon, and 

* that He will not fuffer it to be taken, left [its 

* omiffionl might occafton me to be fufpedted 

* of Fraud or Miftake * So far Procopius 

I fay nothing here of the Accounts in Aft i- 
annus, Evstgrim, or others 5 which ftill confirm 
the Intercourfe between our Saviour and Abga- 
rus. For as to Aftkamts , tho’ he was a moft 
ancient and authentick Writer, and we have 
fome Intimations remaining that he did fpeak 
of thefe Matters, yet is not his Teftimony pre- Drf. Or tie 
fervd to us. And as for Evagrins , or others 
lince Piocopim , they are too late to be of any p 
diftindt Authority Nor in fuch a Confpiraaon 
of fo much older and better Evidence, is there 
any necelfity for tranfcribmg them in this Place. 

As for the Date of the Adis of Tbaddmts in 
Enjebm’s Copy, which in the different MSS is 
either in the 940th, or m the 43d Year of the 
TEra of Seleucvs, which was that of Edejja , I take 
the Original Reading to have been m the 343d 
Year, which is A. D 93, that very Year oil 
which our Saviour died $ which Date perfedfly 
agrees with this whole Account, which implies 

Abgam s 
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Ab&aniss Epiftle to have been fent at that very 
time, and no other , as the the interpretation 
join x\\ here given us, that thofe Greeks who deft si to 
so, 21,22. fee Jejtis at his iaft Pafiover, were no other than 
the Mefiengers of Abgarm directly informs us 
Nor do I fee any fufficient reafon to refufe this 
Interpretation. But as for the Claufe that men¬ 
tion a Picture oi our Saviour, which is laid in 
this At meman Copy, i to be brought back by 
* Amm the Courier to EdcJJa, and to have con* 
‘ turned there;’ we have no mention of it in Z'w 
felt jus , and are not fo certain of its being ge¬ 
nuine as we are of the reft in which they both 
agree. 'And as there plainly was a fpunous 
Claufe added to our Saviour’s own Epiftle in 
the Publick Copies of Edeffa, even m the fourth 
Century, tho’ not fooner, as we have feen: it 
may not improbably be fuppofed that this Claufe 
was alfo added to thefe Ads of Thaid&us at the 
lame time. Yet certain it is, that the Edeferts had 
tot Vale* fuch a Pi&ure about A. D. 964, when Nuepbo- 
m EtifeL rus Fhocets entred that City. Nor indeed do I 
fee any great abfurdity if we fhould fuppofe this 
Pi&ure to have been really taken at this time, 
and to have been genuine. 

I conclude the whole with this remarkable 
Obfervation, that thefe Records being taken out 
of the Archive of Edejfa, and every way at- 
tefted to as genuine, appear to be of the like 
publick Nature with the Records taken out of the 
Tower of London , or the Rolls, or the Cotton Li¬ 
brary, which are always efteemed moft authentic k 
with us As a;f) that they appear mtirely to be 
fuch on which the Convernon of no fmall 
Parts of intire Provinces and Kingdoms to 
Chriftiamty did originally depend. And it 
feems to me almoft as wife an Hypothecs to 
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fuppofr, that Charles V. Queen Elizabeth , Liu 
ther, Calvin } Cranmer , and Knox were fidhtious 
Perfons ; or their univerfally receiving Let- 
ters, Books, and Deputations concerning the 
Proteftant Reformation were alfo fidhtious, as to 
fuppofe thefe Records concerning the Converfion 
of vaft Numbers of Edeffens , At meniatts , Perfians , 
Babylonians , and Romans to Chriftianity to be 
fo. St. Pawl’s Words to Agrippa, with Agrippa's 
Anfwer, in a parallel Cafe, will m good mea* 
fure exprefs my Opinion of the ftrength of this 
Evidence. The King knoweth of the] e things , fays 
St. Paul, before whom Ifpeahfreely: Fori am 
perfuaded that none of theje things are hidden 
from him * For this thing was not dons in a corner. 
Which Appeal was owned by Agrippa to be fo 
forcible, that he could not forbear crying out, 
Almofi Thou pci juadejl me to be a Chrifian , And 
give me leave to conclude with allufiop to St. 
Paul’s immediate Reply, I would to God that aU 
that Read thefe Papers, were not only altnojl , but 
altogether as frmly perjuaded of the Truth ofCbri- 
jliamty as this and all its other Evidence obliges me 
to be. 


April 20, 1728, Will. W h 1 s to n. 
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